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Commander, Fifth Coast Guard District, 431 CrawfQrd Street 
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_EXCELLENT 
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_DETERIORATED' 
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_UNALTERED 

LUERED • 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL sITe 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

KNOVVN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The present structure at Oregon Inlet Coast Guard Station is an enlarged 
'and altered version of a tu'rn-of-the,-century story and a half frame' .;- -: :_.r!;''';. 

prototype station constructed by the U. S. Lifesaving Service along the 
Outer Banks 'of North Carolina. The residentially scaled structure is 
s'i.ded with wood shingles (typical of the area) and roofed with shakes. 
The shingle siding is presently painted white. An observation to\'/er~' -. 
bereft 'of its ori gi na 1 pyram; da 1 roof and ca twa 1 k r; ses on the east 
si.de.. A concret"e floored porch extends across thepsouth side and continues 

'up east and· \A/est! sides·! for ·fifteen· (1-5) ·feet .. >, The- interi-or ,is'·subdivided,.- ·0'· 

for modern station functions and ',is.·fitted. pr.ima·ri'ly with modern surface 
finishes, doors and trims. Three (3) wooden water tanks are immediately 
adjacent to the structure to the north. The roof is pierced by eight (8) 
dormer windows. 
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PERIOD AREAS DE SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
- f':)'t.."r: 'IC' _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

- 1400·1-..d -ARCHEOLOGY·HISTOIHC 

. 1500·1599 -AGRICULTURE 

.1600·1699 '/ -ARCHIlECTURE 

_1700·1799 --ART 

X1800-1899 x...COM M ERCE 

_19CO· _CO~MUNICA TlONS 

. -

SPECIFIC DATES 1897/1933 
ST;\TEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMU~.JiTY PLANNII.JG 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEEnU.JG 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE .. _RELIGION 

_LAW __ SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE __ SCULPTURE 

_MILITARY ~.S.OCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
_MUSIC _THEATER 
., 

_PHILOSOPHY XTRANSPORTATION. 

_POUTICS/GOVERtJMENT _OTHER (SPE(':IE:.V1 

... 

: ! BUILDER/ARC~ITECT UNI(Nt.""t!,y 

Oregon Inlet Sta,tion, .construct~d,.in'189? and·renlOdeled:..;n. ]933 and .. 1970, i~;tpe:oldest 
t1cttye Coast Guard Station tn the State of..No~th:Carolina ... '. l, •. ' i .. , . ",. i." 

Th.2 present Oregon Inlet Coast Guard Station ;s the continuation of the .oregon Inlet 
Lifehoat Statton, one of the first seven sites s~lected by the' Lifesaving Service on 
the. Outer 'Banks in 1874. The other stations \A/ere: Caffrey's Inlet, Chicamicomico, 
Jone.s l Hi.ll (renamed Currituck Beach), Kitty Ha\'/k Beach, Little Kinnakeet, and Nagls 
He.ad. By 1883, tVlenty-nine stations had been established. All but four of these 
stattons. \v.ere on the Outer Banks and several are still standing, hO\,lever~, IT'rOst of 
trteJTl were converted into boathouses \(!hen larger stations were built and have been 
tran( rre.d to other government .agenci es, sold by the government, or destroyed. 

The ,. "et, Oregon Inlet, opened as a result of a 7 September 1846 hurricane. It \'1as 
flameL tor the first vess(~l passing through the inlet - the side-v/heeler "OREGON II 

Since the. iniet opened in 1846, it has 'continued to move south\'Jard and by 1871 \'Jas 
within 500 feet of the Bodie Island Lighthouse. The origin~l sites of the Bodie 
Island Lighthouse, the Confederate Fort Oregon built in 1861 and the 1874 Oregon 
Inlc:t Ltfe~avi.ng 'Station have \'lashed a\lay and have become part of the inlet. 

Oregon Inlet Station has never been a lighthouse in the traditional form. 

:~e main ~ui1~ing.at Oregon Inlet is.a representative and well-preserved exanlple of 
~ne .cf~nctlona I Shlngle st~le ~f arch1tecture characterized by the swooping, dor'mered 
,001 .1ne,.deep porches ana sh1ngled wall and roof surfaces. The Shingle Stvlo was 
~~plo~ed In Co~st ~uard st?tions and other coastal buildings by the FederalJG~vern
I~nt 1n the late nlneteentn and early twentieth centuries. 



ck David, Graveyard of the Atlantic 
Chapel Hill: 1952 

Stick, David, Outer Banks of North Carolina 
Chapel. Hill: 1958 

DATA . [IDGEOGR 
ACnEAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ____ 1_0 ___ _ 
UTM REFERENCES 

s 

• ; , .:-.,. I·· 

AIM ·1 LIt 5,216, 4wlJ I 3 g15, 81 3 01 01 
lONE EAST/NG NORTHING 

BlL..aJ 1415.217.4, of 13,91 5,81J ! 2, oj 
ZONE· EASTING NORTHING 

C lli.aJ 1415, 21 5, 6.J1 13 ,915 , 810, 4, 01 o ll&J 141 5, 21 Lb 6, q 13, 91 5 , 81 2, ?J. g. 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Station located on northern end of Pea Island; east side State Road 1257, 
0.3 ·miles north of North Carolina Highway 12 . 
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Mr. William M. Whittington Realty Specialist 26 August 1975 
ORGAN/ZA TlON DATE 

Fifth Coast Guard District 804-393-9304 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

431 Crav/ford Street 
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Portsmouth, Vi inia 23705 
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Oregon Inlet Station 
AND OR COM~1ON 

'IIIlIil.AII .... ___________ _ 

fl":, ~'~ L (-~ rt A '1" TON 
~~:J ./ 'LJ .t J.. 1 about 12 miles N of Rodanthe on Pea Island 

CITY. TO\NN __ VICI NITY OF' Rodanthe 
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SOURCE U. S. Geological Su~vey 7.5 1 Series 

SCALE 1 : 24, 000 . DATE I 95"3 
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OREGON INLET STATION 
UTM REFERENCES 
A 18/452645/3958300 
B 18/452740/3958120 
C 18/452560/3958040 
o 18/452460/3958220 
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